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and both Baghdad and Basrah remained under
direct British administration throughout the War.
With the capture of Akaba on the 6th July 1917,
the Syrian and Mesopotamia!! officers of FeisaPs
Northern Arab Army, all of whom belonged to the
Committee of the Covenant, found themselves with-
in measurable distance of Syrian territory. To-
wards the end of 1917 an offshoot of the Com-
mittee of the Covenant was formed among the
Mesopotamlan officers, under the name of the
Covenant of Iraq* Few if any of these men had
been in their own country since the outbreak of
war, and they were regarded by our own authorities
there as persons of no account, completely out of
touch with the views or wishes of their fellow-
countrymen. What was not fully realised was that
they were in daily contact with Arab nationalists
from all over the Arab countries, and that under
Feisal's inspiring leadership they were rapidly
developing into red-hot nationalists themselves.
On the 8th January 1918 President Wilson
enunciated Ms Fourteen Points, of which the
twelfth laid down that the nationalities other than
Turkish which were then under Turkish rule
should be assured an undoubted security of life and
an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autono-
mous development. This phrase was seized upon
as giving promise of great things, and eagerly
discussed during the first half of 1918, when there
was no great advance in the Middle East, since our
troops both in Mesopotamia and Palestine were
reduced to the lowest possible limit in order to meet
the great German menace on the Western Front. On
the i ith June, in reply to a memorial presented by
seven important Syrian Covenanters, His Majesty's